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1 Introduction
This guide provides background information on PLA 3.0  add-ons. It describes the main tasks 
when working with add-ons and details administrative tasks.

It is intended for system administrators of PLA 3.0  who need to maintain the add-ons 
available in their PLA 3.0  environment. It also contains details for users who want to learn 
how to efficiently work with add-ons.
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2 Add-on management
Manage your existing add-ons from within PLA 3.0  and request trial versions or quotes for 
add-ons not yet included in your license.

You open the add-on management from the System  menu: Click  Add-on management. 
The Add-ons  tab displays add-ons available to you.

Tip:  By default, only the latest add-on versions are displayed. Use the filter in the header 
bar to view legacy versions or display add-ons according to your needs.

Figure  1. List of available add-ons

The status of an add-on indicates the actions you can perform. Activated add-ons (  ) 
are ready to be used. As a user, you can work with the respective functionality, add sample 
documents and templates, or view add-on details.

In the case of not licensed add-ons, you can request trial versions to evaluate the 
functionality in your work environment. To include these add-ons in your license, request 
quotes.

As an administrator, the status supports you during the steps required to make the add-on 
functionality available for your users. You can activate and deactivate add-ons or upgrade 
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to higher add-on versions. When migrating from a previous PLA 3.0  version, the status also 
indicates the packages to be migrated.

Table  1. The following table gives an overview of the available add-on statuses:

Status Description

 The add-on is available in the add-on repository and activated in the 
database. It is ready to be used.

The add-on is available in the add-on repository. To make its 
functionality available for use, you have to activate it in the database.

You migrated from a previous PLA 3.0  release. The package in question 
still has to be converted to an add-on.

A newer version of a licensed add-on is available. You can activate 
the newer version or keep using your legacy version. If you want to 
run several add-on versions in parallel, we recommend activating the 
versions in different databases.

2.1 Concepts
Following are the basic concepts you should be familiar with when managing add-ons.

Add-on repository

During the installation of PLA 3.0, a folder is created that will be used to store the setup 
files of all your add-ons. The default add-on repository folder is: C:\ProgramData
\Stegmann Systems\PLA 3.0\addons.

You can configure a different path, for example, if you want to set up a central 
repository.

Information package

Your information package contains a list of all add-ons you can use, licensed, and not 
yet licensed. To manage the add-ons of your information package, you use the Add-on 
tab.

PLA 3.0  database

Add-ons have to be activated in the PLA 3.0  database to make their functionality 
available for all users connected to this database. You can activate a different set of 
add-ons in different databases.
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3 Activating and deactivating add-ons
To make the functionality of an add-on available for use, you have to activate it in the 
database.  If the functionality should be temporarily unavailable, deactivate the add-on. To 
permanently remove an add-on, you have to delete it from the repository.

Note:  The content of the add-on repository can be maintained by all users with write 
permission to the respective folder. To activate and deactivate add-ons in the database, you 
need the 'Manage add-ons' permission.

About this task
If PLA 3.0  can access the internet, you can activate an add-on with a single click. PLA 3.0 
automatically adds the add-on to the repository and activates it in the database. Without an 
internet connection, you have to perform the steps manually.

Important:  Make sure no other users are connected to the current PLA 3.0  database.

Procedure
To activate an add-on:

1. Open the System  menu, and click  Add-on management.

2. On the Add-ons  tab, right-click the add-on you want to activate, and select  Activate.

If sample data is available for the add-on, you can add it now, or later from the Add-on 
tab.

Results
The add-on is added to the repository ( ) and activated in the database ( ).  If a newer 
version of the add-on is available, an additional status icon is displayed ( ). You can activate 
the newer version or keep using your legacy version. If you want to run several add-on 
versions in parallel, we recommend activating the versions in different databases.

What to do next
Some add-ons require other add-ons to work correctly. For example, to use the Split 
Assay Package add-on, you also have to activate the Biological Assay Package add-on. 
If such a dependency exists for the add-on you activated and is not met, the  Missing 
dependencies  button is displayed in the status bar. Click this button to find out which 
additional add-on you have to activate.
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4 Downloading sample data
For some add-ons, sample documents and templates are available. If you did not download 
the data when activating the add-on, you can download it from the Add-ons  tab.

Procedure
To download sample data from the Add-ons  tab:

1. Open the System  menu, and click  Add-on management.

2. On the Add-ons  tab, right-click the add-on for which you want to download data, and 
select  Add sample documents and templates.

3. In the Add sample documents and templates  dialog, select the data you want to 
download.

4. To download the data to a specific folder, select a target folder.

5. Click OK.

6. After the data has been added, click Close  to close the dialog.

7. Switch to the  Navigator  tab to start working with the data.
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5 Requesting trial versions and quotes
To evaluate the functionality of a not yet licensed add-on in your work environment, request 
a trial version. To include an add-on in your license, request a quote.

Note:  Trial versions are available for specific add-ons only.

Procedure
To request a trial version or a quote:

1. Open the System  menu, and click  Add-on management.

2. On the Add-ons  tab, select the add-on for which you want to request a trial or a quote.

3. In the status bar, click Request trial  or Request quote.

4. In the form, fill in at least the mandatory data.

5. Send your request using one of the following options:

◦ On a computer with internet access, you can directly transfer your data by clicking 
Submit my request online.

◦ If you prefer to send an e-mail, click By e-mail. PLA 3.0  creates a draft e-mail. Use your 
e-mail client to send the e-mail to requests@stegmannsystems.com.

◦ Without internet access, click By e-mail from another computer. PLA 3.0  copies 
your data to the clipboard. Make the data available on a computer with an internet 
connection, paste it into an e-mail, and send it to requests@stegmannsystems.com.
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6 Advanced tasks
6.1 Activate add-ons manually
If PLA 3.0  cannot connect to the internet, you have to activate the add-ons manually.

Before you begin
On a computer connected to the internet, download the PLA 3.0.5 Add-ons  zip file from 
https://www.bioassay.de/software. On this site, you have to fill in the form to access the 
download area. On the computer on which you want to activate the add-on, extract the zip 
file.

About this task
Activating add-ons manually is a two-step process. You start by adding them to the 
repository. In the second step, you activate them in the database.

Note:  The content of the add-on repository can be maintained by all users with write 
permission to the respective folder. To activate add-ons in the database, you need the 
'Manage add-ons' permission.

Procedure
To activate an add-on manually:

1. In PLA 3.0, open the System  menu, and click  Add-on management.

2. On the Add-ons  tab, right-click the add-on you want to activate, and select Import  .

3. Navigate to the directory where you extracted the zip file, select the setup file (*.edpao 
file) of the add-on you want to activate, and click Open.
Results: The add-on is added to the repository ( ).

4. Right-click the add-on again and select  Activate.

If sample data is available for the add-on, you can add it now, or later from the Add-on 
tab.

Results: The add-on is activated in the database ( ).

6.2 Setting up the add-on repository
By default, each computer running PLA 3.0  hosts its own add-on repository in a default 
folder. You can change this setup, for example, if you want to set up a central repository.

You have the following options when setting up the add-on repository:
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• Configure the repository path: Select a different folder to store the setup files of your add-
ons.

• Set up a central repository: Create a central repository to support several databases, or to 
work with several add-on versions.

6.2.1 Configure the repository path
Change the default add-on repository folder, for example, if your company regulations 
require program data to reside in a specific folder.

The default folder is: C:\ProgramData\Stegmann Systems\PLA 3.0\addons.

Note:  We recommend you set up the repository path before adding add-ons to the 
repository. Otherwise, you have to move already existing add-on files to the new location.

About this task
You can configure the add-on repository path as a PLA 3.0  preference or as an entry in the 
pla.properties  file. This procedure describes how to configure the preference.

To set the path in the pla.properties  file, open the file in any standard text editor, add 
com.stegmannsystems.edp.path.AddonRepositoryPath  as a new key, add the new path 
as its value and save and close the file.

Procedure
To configure the repository path as a PLA 3.0  preference:

1. Open the System  menu, and click  Preferences.

2. On the General  tab, next to Add-on repository path, click ...  (Directory for add-ons).

3. Navigate to the folder you want to use as the add-on repository.

4. Click Select folder.

5. In the Preferences  dialog, click Close.

6.2.2 Set up a central repository
Set up a central repository to reduce your maintenance efforts, for example, if the teams 
working with PLA 3.0  should have access to a different set of add-ons, or if your teams work 
on different databases.

In both cases, you host all add-ons in the central repository, and therefore only have to set 
up the folder permissions once. In the first case, you use separate databases for each add-on 
combination and activate only a subset of add-ons in each database. In the second case, you 
activate the full set of add-ons in each database.
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About this task
Setting up a central repository is a two-step process. You start by configuring the repository 
path on each computer running PLA 3.0. In the second step, you build up the add-on 
repository.

Procedure
To set up a central repository:

1. On each computer running PLA 3.0, configure the repository path. Please consult the 
Configure the repository path  section for help on the required steps.

2. Build up your add-on repository:

a. In PLA 3.0, open the System  menu, and click  Add-on management.

b. On the Add-ons  tab, right-click the add-on you want to add to the repository, and 
select  Download to repository.

What to do next
Activate the add-ons that should be available in the database. If required, connect to a 
different database, and repeat the process to activate a different set of add-ons.
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