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1 Introduction

This guide describes how to work with the Content editor of PLA 3.0.
It is intended for users of PLA 3.0 who want to learn how to efficiently work with this editor.
Note: For details on how to work with the PLA 3.0 data editors, please consult the

respective guide.
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2 Content editor

PLA 3.0 provides several views on documents and their data, which you access in distinct
editors. The Content editor is the main editor for all document types and opens by default
when you open a document.

Use this editor to navigate the document structure, and to view and maintain document

elements and document data. On the action bar, the Content editor is located below the
Dashboard.

Tip: To maximize the editor, double-click the tab.

Figure 1. Content editor (Quantitative response assay document)
The toolbar at the top of the editor provides shortcuts to document element-related
actions (left side) as well as options to customize the display of documents (right side). The
breadcrumbs allow for quick navigation.

Below the toolbar, the following panes are available:
Outline pane
Located on the left side, this pane displays a hierarchical outline of the document
structure. Use this pane for navigation and to quickly access document elements.
Tip: Use Zoom and Highlight from the View options to customize how elements
you select in the Outline pane are displayed in the Element pane.
Element pane
The central pane shows the document structure (document elements and child
elements) and element values. Use this pane to enter values, or edit the values of
elements and child elements.
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Tip: Use plus (+) and minus (-) or Expand ( ) and Collapse ( ) from the toolbar to
show or hide elements as you require.
Createable elements pane
Located on the right side, this pane lists additional elements you can add to your

document structure. This list changes when you select another element in the central or
left pane. Double-click an entry in this list to add the element to your current context.

Tip: Double-click an entry from the Favorites list to add a commonly used element,

independent of your current context.
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3 Customizing the document view

Use the View options drop-down list in the toolbar to customize the view on documents and
document data.
With the setup shown below, breadcrumbs and all panes of the Content editor are available.
Deselect an entry to hide the respective view.

Figure 2. View options in the Content editor

Zoom and Highlight
The Zoom and Highlight options allow you to customize how elements you select in the
Outline pane are displayed in the Element pane:
•

Zoom: Displays all subelements of the selected element. Parent elements (elements on
higher levels) and sibling elements (elements on the same level) are hidden.

•

Highlight: Highlights the element in the document structure. Parent and sibling elements
are displayed in a lighter color.

Tip: You can reset the user interface to the default setup: Open the Help menu, and click
Reset user interface.
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4 Setting up documents
4.1 Create elements
Create additional document elements to adapt the document structure to your requirements.
To create elements, you can use one of the Content editor panes or the Create... shortcut in
the toolbar. In all cases, you can add elements to your current context or select from a list of
favorite elements.

In the following examples, the Additional calculations element is added to the Analysis
node of a Dose-response analysis document.

Use the Outline and Element pane
Right-click an element and select Create element > Context. Then select the element you
want to add.

Use the Createable elements pane
Double-click the element you want to add.

Use the toolbar
Open the Create... menu, and select Context. Then select the element you want to add.
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4.2 Duplicate elements
Duplicate an element to reuse its setup.

Use the Element pane
In the Element pane, you can duplicate an element by selecting the element or one of its
child elements.

Figure 3. Duplicating the element

Figure 4. Duplicating an element by selecting a child element

Use the Outline pane
You can also duplicate an element using the Outline pane.
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Figure 5. Duplicating an element from the Outline pane

4.3 Create multiple elements
Quickly add multiple elements of the same type.
Use the Create multiple elements entry in the Createable elements pane to open a dialog
where you can create up to 99 elements.

Figure 6. Create multiple elements context-menu
In the following example, we create five 'Test' elements.
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Figure 7. Create multiple elements dialog

4.4 Create references between elements
Some elements work as target elements; you set them up once in your document and
reference them several times.

About this task
To create a reference between elements, you can manually create the target element and
reference it from the source element. You can also use the Create target menu to create a
target element and reference it in one step.

In the following example, we create an additional Single-dose preparation scheme and link it
to a Test sample in a Dose-response analysis document.

Procedure
To create a target for an element:
1. Right-click Preparation scheme and select Create target for Test: TST1....

Figure 8. Creating a target element for Test sample TST1
2. As the target, select 'Preparation scheme', and click Create.
Results: A second Single-dose scheme is created and automatically assigned to the Test
sample.
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Figure 9. Newly created target element for Test sample TST1

4.5 Create references to documents
Some elements are set up such that they reference other documents. This allows you to
define a central set of documents that can be reused in other documents. The referenced
document and the document referencing it can be of different document types.

When working with biological assays you can, for example, describe the substance that is
used in your assays in a central Substance document and reference this document in all
assays that use this substance.

About this task
You can identify elements that require a reference to another document by the link icon in
the data type column. In the following example, the Substance reference element references
a document:

Figure 10. Reference to a Substance document
Tip: You can view and manage all document references in a central Document
references dialog. On the toolbar of the Content editor, click References.... to display
all currently referenced documents. Depending on the configuration of the reference you
can perform a set of actions, for example, create a new reference, select a different target
document, or highlight the referencing element in the Content editor.

Procedure
To add a reference to a document:
1. In the Value column of the element for which you want to create a reference, click the
entry.
2. On the toolbar, select if you want to reference an existing document or create a new
document.
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◦ To select an existing document, click . In the Document reference dialog, navigate
to the document you want to reference, select it, and click OK.
◦ To create a new document, click . In the Create a new document dialog, select the
document type you want to use and click Create. Shift-click the new document to open
it, set it up as you require, and save it.
3. Save the original document.

4.6 Remove elements
If an element is not required in your document structure or if you accidentally added an
element, you can remove it.

Important: Some elements are mandatory for a document type. You cannot remove
these elements.

Procedure
To remove an element from the document structure:
1. In the Element pane, right-click the element you want to remove.
Note: Removing an element from the Outline pane is not possible.
2. From the context menu, select

Delete.
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5 Troubleshooting your document setup

When you modify your document structure or add values to your elements, PLA 3.0
automatically validates your document and displays additional information to support you
during the setup process.

The Help view displays additional information about an element. This view is available in all
editors. To open it, click

Help in the action bar.

Figure 11. Help view of a Contact element
If an error occurred, additional information is available in the Error view. This view is available
in all editors; correcting the error is possible in the Content editor only. To open and close this
view, click

Errors in the action bar.

Figure 12. Error view of a Quantitative response assay
Tip: Both buttons are toggle buttons. Use them to open and close the respective view.
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