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1 Introduction

This guide describes how to update your existing PLA 3.0 environment to PLA 3.0.5. It details
the basic steps of the update process and highlights differences between PLA 3.0.5 and
previous PLA 3.0 versions.

This guide is intended for PLA 3.0 system administrators who are already familiar with the
deployment of PLA 3.0 in their environment.

Note: The procedures described in this guide assume that PLA 3.0 can access the internet

and that PLA 3.0.5 will be installed on the same computer as the previous PLA 3.0 version.

1.1 Information packages in PLA 3.0
With PLA 3.0.5, we introduced the concept of information packages. Information packages
play a central role in the installation and licensing process. Their content is specific to a PLA
3.0 serial number, which allows for automatic distribution of updates to existing PLA 3.0
installations.

Overview
Your information package provides your license keys, a catalog of add-ons (licensed, not yet
licensed, and trial add-ons), as well as news and updates about PLA 3.0. The following figure
shows the content of an information package and where you can access the data in PLA 3.0:
Information package
License keys

Add-on
management

Licensed add-ons
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Figure 1. Content of an information package
• License keys are not displayed anymore. They are added automatically when PLA 3.0.5 is
started for the first time and updated whenever the license status of an add-on changes,
for example, when you request a trial license.

• Add-ons allow you to easily extend your work environment with new features. They provide
extensions such as analytical methods and data acquisition modules. You access the addon catalog of your information package in the Add-on management, where you can
activate add-ons with a single click.

• The PLA 3.0 dashboard keeps you informed about new developments around PLA 3.0 and
events related to PLA 3.0. You can view details on your PLA Support Contract and quickly
access help and support.

License and package management
Information packages replace the functionality previously provided by the License
management and Package management dialogs, as shown in the following figure:
Previous PLA 3.0 versions

PLA 3.0.5
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License management

License keys

Package management

Licensed add-ons

Figure 2. License and package management replaced by information packages
• License management: In previous releases, you added license keys (activation and feature
keys) in the License management dialog. Your license keys are now added automatically.
This dialog is therefore no longer available.

• Package management: In previous releases, you activated your document packages in the
Package management dialog. As of PLA 3.0.5, features are distributed employing addons and you use the Add-on management to activate the add-ons you want to use. The
Package management dialog is therefore no longer available.
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2 Updating your environment

Update your environment to PLA 3.0.5 to benefit from the latest innovations and
improvements.

Procedure
To update your environment to PLA 3.0.5:
1. Install PLA 3.0.5 on the computer on which you want to run PLA 3.0. Please consult the
Install PLA 3.0 section for help.
2. Start PLA 3.0.5.
Results: Your license keys are automatically activated. No additional manual steps are
required.

3. Make sure PLA 3.0 is running in licensed mode: In the Login dialog, check if your serial
number (S/N) is correctly displayed.

Figure 3. Correctly displayed serial number in the PLA 3.0 Login dialog

What to do next
Table 1. The following table shows the tasks required to complete the update of your
environment to PLA 3.0.5:
Task
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Table 1. The following table shows the tasks required to complete the update of your
environment to PLA 3.0.5: (continued)
Upgrade your database
scheme

If you want to work with
an existing database, you
have to upgrade the existing
database scheme to the new
PLA 3.0.5 scheme.

Upgrade the database
scheme

Migrating your component
packages

We recommend you
convert your existing
packages to the new add-on
format to benefit from all
add-on-related features.

Migrate your existing
packages

2.1 Install PLA 3.0
Access our Download Center, download the required setup files, and install PLA 3.0.
Previously installed versions of PLA 3.0 will be removed.

Before you begin
• Make sure there is enough free disc space on the system.
• Make sure you have permissions to install programs.
• Make sure your system meets the requirements.

About this task
When updating from a previous PLA 3.0 version, you work with the PLA 3.0.5 setup file.
This setup file installs the PLA 3.0 framework that is responsible for the integrity and reliability
of measurement data. It provides security features employing user accounts, roles, and
permissions. It also offers strong validation features for Installation Qualification and
Operational Qualification.

Note: The PLA License System setup file is not required as your existing license will
be reused.

Procedure
To install PLA 3.0:
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1. Open the following link in your web browser: https://www.bioassay.de/software, and fill in
the form.
Important: Downloading the setup files is possible only after you provided your
contact details and submitted the form.
2. Download the PLA 3.0.5 setup file.
3. On the computer on which you intend to run PLA 3.0, run the PLA 3.0.5 setup file as an
administrator.
4. Follow the setup assistant to install the PLA 3.0 framework.

2.2 Upgrade the database scheme
Upgrade your database to the PLA 3.0.5 scheme to make it available for PLA 3.0.5
installations.
Important: The process is not reversible. After the upgrade, only PLA 3.0.5 installations
can access the upgraded database.

About this task
Databases are accessed using connection profiles. Connection profiles are stored
independently from the databases and hold connection details such as the database location,
the user name, and the encrypted password to access the database. You upgrade a database
by selecting its connection profile.
Note: This procedure covers the upgrade process for a local SQLite database. You can
upgrade all PLA 3.0 databases in the same way.

Procedure
To upgrade an existing database to the PLA 3.0.5 scheme:
1. In the Login dialog, click Tools.
2. From the drop-down list box, select

Database management.

3. In the Manage database connection profiles dialog, select the connection profile for the
database you want to upgrade.
You can identify databases that require an upgrade by the

status.

4. Click Repair.
5. To confirm the upgrade, click Yes.
Results: The status of the connection profile changes to

.

6. Click Connect and log in to PLA 3.0.
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2.3 Migrate your existing packages
With PLA 3.0.5, we replaced the concept of packages with the concept of add-ons. To use
the full add-on functionality, you have to migrate your existing packages to the new add-on
format.

Note: Migrating your packages is required due to changes in deployment. It does not

change the package version or impact your data and results. You can continue to work with
your package version.

About this task
You migrate your packages by activating the corresponding add-on in your database. If
your database contains packages requiring migration, a note is displayed at the top of the
dashboard on the Home tab.

Figure 4. Database migration incomplete note on Home tab
Tip: Activating an add-on does not remove the installed package from your hard drive.
To uninstall a package, uninstall the program using the Programs and Features list in the
Windows Control Panel.

Procedure
To migrate a package:
1. Click the Database migration incomplete note.
2. In the Database migration is incomplete dialog, click the Add-on management link.
Results: The Add-ons tab opens. The list of add-ons is filtered, displaying only add-ons
with packages requiring migration ( ).

Note: By default, only the add-on names are displayed. The available versions are
collapsed.
3. Expand an add-on, right-click the version you want to activate, and click

Activate.
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Figure 5. Migrating a package by activating the add-on
Note: Some add-ons contain sample documents and templates. If you want to work
with them, you have to add them to your database.
Results: The add-on is activated in the database ( ).
4. Proceed with the remaining add-ons in the same way.
5. After you migrated all packages, refresh the screen to remove the filter.
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